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CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC For the latest news, go to tampabay.com/coronavirus 


State struggles to keep up 


E A fifth person in Florida dies 
as tracked cases grow to 160. 


E Bars, restaurants face a 
patchwork of local restrictions. 


E Businesses try to cope as 
customers stay home in droves. 


BY ZACHARY T. SAMPSON AND 
LAWRENCE MOWER 


Times/Herald Tallahassee Bureau 


TALLAHASSEE — Florida 
health officials announced more 
coronavirus cases Monday, and 
the death of a fifth person, as the 
state and its residents struggled 
to keep pace with a pandemic 
that is causing an unprece- 
dented contraction of public life. 

The new batch of positive 
tests brought the total the state 
is tracking to 160, covering both 
Floridians and visitors who are 


isolating here. It’s an incomplete 
accounting of the true breadth of 
the disease, hampered by a lack 
of initial testing. 

Amid the collective unease, 
growing as offices and schools 
empty out, the Florida Depart- 
ment of Health made a new com- 
mitment Monday to provide 
clearer and more accurate infor- 
mation to the public on the ill- 
ness, known as COVID-19. That 
follows two weeks of unpredict- 
able, late-night news releases 
and conflicting guidance. 


South Florida remains the 
site of the most known cases, 
with the state identifying 39 
in Broward County and 23 in 
Miami-Dade. Officials reported 
five cases in Hillsborough, four 
in Pinellas, two in Pasco and 
another five in Manatee. Her- 
nando County has not reported 
any coronavirus patients to date. 

The state has followed the fed- 
eral government in what crit- 
ics have derided as a faltering 
response that exacerbates the 
feeling of whiplash as society 


shuts down in an effort to thwart 
the disease’s spread. Monday 
brought news of restrictions on 
restaurants, bars and beaches, 
applied unevenly across cities in 
the absence of specific guidance 
from Gov. Ron DeSantis. 

The Centers for Disease Con- 
trol and Prevention had on Sun- 
day recommended an end to 
gatherings of more than 50 peo- 
ple for eight weeks. But President 
Donald Trump offered starker 
advice in a Monday news brief- 
See FLORIDA, 16A 
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Mallori Seay, 56, helps set up voting booths at the St. Petersburg Main Library on Monday. Pictured in back is Dan Walsh, 73. 


VIRUS TO TEST BALLOT 


Officials scramble as the outbreak pressures preparedness for today’s primary. 


BY ALLISON ROSS 
Times Staff Writer 


What does an Election Day look 
like in the midst of a pandemic? 

Were about to find out in Flori- 
da, Arizona and Illinois, states that 
are holding presidential prima- 
ries today — the first Election Day 
since the novel coronavirus out- 
break was declared a pandemic. 

The virus has shut down 
schools, canceled sports events 
and driven people from pub- 
lic gathering spaces such as 
churches, bars, beaches and res- 
taurants. Now it threatens voting, 


the hallmark of the nation’s civic 
life. 

In recent days, Florida elections 
officials have watched as a grow- 
ing number of poll workers have 
quit out of fear of the contagion. 
They’ve scrambled for replace- 
ments of voting sites in places 
that either put vulnerable popu- 
lations at risk or were located in 
communities that refused to open 
their doors to potential carriers. 

Yet even as states like Ohio and 
Kentucky announced their inten- 
tions to postpone their elections 
amid the worsening coronavi- 


rus crisis, Gov. Ron DeSantis said 
Monday that Florida’s elections 
will proceed. 

“At the end of the day, we’re 
dealing with this in a thoughtful 
way,’ DeSantis said during a Mon- 
day afternoon news conference in 
Tallahassee. “But were not going 
to panic.” 

Some county elections officials 
have worked to calm voters while 
others tried to limit expectations, 
warning of staff shortages and 
last-minute polling place changes 
that could confound and lead to 
longer wait times. 


“There’s no hiding from the 
fact that now we are in dire straits 
between the number of workers 
who have dropped out and the 
number we need to run an elec- 
tion,’ Dustin Chase, spokesman 
for the Pinellas County Supervisor 
of Elections Office, said Monday. 
He said he saw poll workers quit 
“by the dozens” on Monday morn- 
ing alone. 

Chase said more than 260 of 
the county’s pool of about 1,700 
poll workers had dropped out 
over coronavirus concerns, leav- 
See ELECTIONS, 8A 


Recession fears drive 
stock market fall 


Moves by the Federal Reserve did not 
ease the broader concerns of traders 
about the economy. The S&P 500 has 
given up nearly 30 percent of its value 
in less than a month. 6A 


What’s behind the local 
rush for toilet paper? 


No one wants to be caught with their 
pants down, so stores in the Tampa 
Bay area are witnessing a frantic buy- 
ing spree. And it’s not just us, it’s a 
worldwide phenomenon. 9A 


28 school sites will 
provide meals for kids 


The Hillsborough and Pasco school 
districts will make sure kids don’t go 
hungry during the extended spring 


break. Each is making meals available 


for pickup. 4A 


WrestleMania comes to 
grips with coronavirus 


The event will be held as scheduled 
on April 5, but on a closed set at the 
WWE training facility in Orlando. Fans 
can still watch via pay-per-view and 
on the WWE Network. Sports, 11A 


St. Pete, 
Tampa 
limit bars, 
eateries 


Restaurants must stay half-empty, 
and last call will come early under 
new rules to battle disease. 


BY CHRISTOPHER O’DONNELL, JOSH SOLOMON 
AND KIRBY WILSON 
Times Staff Writers 


Last call will come early in St. Petersburg and 
Tampa starting today as leaders of both cities 
announced drastic measures to try to curb the 
spread of the coronavirus. 

St. Petersburg Mayor Rick Kriseman on Mon- 
day issued a sweeping emergency order requiring 
bars, restaurants, movie theaters, bowling alleys 
and the Cross-Bay Ferry to operate at only 50 per- 
cent capacity beginning at noon today. And until 
further notice, last call for alcohol in the city will be 
at 9 p.m. 

Liquor licenses will be at risk for establishments 
that don’t comply, the mayor said. He reserved the 
right to “move to a complete closure.” 

“Late-night revelry in this city will simply not be 
allowed,” Kriseman said. 

Tampa is also limiting the city’s bars and res- 
taurants to 50 percent occupancy and requiring 
they close no later than 10 p.m., Mayor Jane Castor 
announced late Monday. She encouraged affected 
businesses to apply for a bridge loan to a state 
disaster fund announced Monday by Gov. Ron 
DeSantis. 

“We are responding proactively and aggressively 
to protect our community,’ Castor said in a Face- 
book video announcement. “Were living in an 
unprecedented time, but we will get through this 
See RESTAURANTS, 8A 


CHRIS URSO | Times 
Sable Santana works Monday at a Kahwa 
Coffee in St. Petersburg. The company said it 
will stay open but not allow customers to dine- 
in or gather at outside tables. 


Andrew 
Gillum 


Gillum entering rehab after incident 


BY DAVID SMILEY AND STEVE CONTORNO 
Times/Herald Staff Writers 


MIAMI — Days after police say they 
found him in a South Beach hotel 
room with a collapsed companion and 
baggies of crystal meth, former Florida 
gubernatorial candidate Andrew Gil- 
lum announced plans Sunday night to 
enter rehab for alcohol abuse. 

“After conversation with my fam- 
ily and deep reflection, I have made 
the decision to seek help, guidance 
and enter a rehabilitation facility at 


this time,” Gillum said in a statement. 
“T now need to firmly focus on myself 
and my family. I will be stepping down 
from all public facing roles for the fore- 
seeable future.” 

According to a Miami Beach police 
report, police responding to an over- 
dose call at the South Beach Mondrian 
early Friday morning found Gillum in 
a hotel room with two other men and 
too inebriated to talk. Police said they 
found three bags of suspected crystal 
meth on the bed and on the floor. 


“T will be stepping down from all public facing roles for the foreseeable future,” he said. 


Gillum, a Democrat who narrowly 
lost the 2018 race for Florida governor, 
was not arrested and was allowed to 
return back to his hotel in downtown 
Miami. He issued a statement Friday 
saying that he was in Miami to cele- 
brate a wedding and had too much to 
drink. He said he has never used meth- 
amphetamine 

“Since my race for governor ended, 
I fell into a depression that has led to 
alcohol abuse,’ Gillum said in his Sun- 
See GILLUM, 15A 


Editor’s note Dry and warm 
We are temporarily folding 8am. Noon 4p.m. 8 p.m. 
sports into the main news ae 2 Qe ae 
section. 4 =. Te a> 
This also means the weather 70° 79° 83° 76° 
map will move into the news 10% chance of rain 
section for the time being. More on page 13A 
We will returntoa stand-alone INDEX 
sports section, with weather 
onthe back page, when teams Astrology F Crossword F 
resume play. Business 6A Editorials 14A 
In the meantime, we will keep Classified F Lottery 2A 
you informed on all the latest Comics F Puzzles F 
news about your favorite 
teams in the Tampa Bay Times | | Hl || IIll] Ill 
and at tampabay.com. 
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